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NGO with 103 member organisations

VA promotes dialogue and 

openness between researchers and 

the public
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VARFÖR SÅ DÅLIG HUM OM HUMANIORA?
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Two surveys

– Fall 2020: What determines an opinion about trust? How

important are different factors for trust in research and 

researchers? n=1,024

– Spring 2022: How does mentioning of societal impact affect trust 

in humanities research? n=2,016
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Humanist dimensions 
of facing social 

challenges





HUMTANK’S MOTTO

Every social issue has a humanist 
dimension



HUMTANK

UNIVERSITIES
Dalarnas högskola
Göteborgs universitet
Karlstads universitet
Linköpings universitet
Linnéuniversitetet
Lunds universitet (säte)
Malmö universitet
Mittuniversitetet
Mälardalens universitet
Stockholms universitet
Södertörns högskola
Umeå universitet
Uppsala universitet
Örebro universitet

14 members from 14 universities

Currently led by: 

Leif Runefelt, Professor of History of Ideas at 
Södertörn University

Lovisa Brännstedt, Ancient Culture and Society at 
Lund University



HUMTANK’S MANIFEST  

We need high-quality research on history, 
language, religion, art, culture and 
philosophy to face the challenges of our 
democratic society.



HUMTANK’S MOTTO

Every social issue has a humanist 
dimension



AIMS OF THIS TALK

• How does HUMTANK work as a platform 
for humanist public debate?

• Humanist dimensions of facing social 
challenges 



HUMTANK’S ACTIVITIES  



HUMTANK’S REPORTS

#1 The price and value of Humanities. 

Resources and quality of education (2016) 

#2 In search of the skills of the future. 

On the potential of the humanities in the labour market (2017)

#3 The bright future. On workplace relevance in humanities 

education  (2018) 

#4 New arenas of knowledge. 

Humanities education in a changing society (2018)

#5 Humanities in society. On the need for a broader concept of 

collaboration (2019)



HUMTANK’S REPORTS

#6 Humanities in schools. The place and conditions of 

the humanities in Swedish upper secondary school 

and upper primary school (2021)

#7 Humanist Strategies at Swedish Universities (2022)

http://humtank.se/rapporter/



HUMTANK ON SOCIAL MEDIA

FACEBOOK

TWITTER
@HumtankSverige

BLOGG



HUMTANK BLOG
Linus Salö, 

”Strategies for a Collaboration
contest”, 
humtank blog, Oct 21, 22

Jonas Harvard 

”Inflation and Media, Past
and present”
humtank blog, Oct 6, 22



HUMTANK IN ALMEDALEN
around 30 talks on humanities topics in the Humtank tent over 3 days

http://humtank.se/almedalen-2022-
kvartssamtal/



HUMTANK AT GOTHENBURG 

BOOK FAIR



SEMINARS AND PANELS



HUMTANK PRIZE

“for a meritorious contribution to important 

humanities perspectives in social life".

2015: Sharon Rider, UU

2016: Muhammed Fazlhashemi, UU

2017: Ida Östenberg, GU

2018: Lisbeth Larsson och Maria Sjöberg, GU

2019: Jonna Bornemark, Södertörn

2020: Kungliga biblioteket

2021: Magnus Bremmer, SU, Anekdot



HUMTANK AT THE EUROPEAN 

RESEARCHER’S NIGHT



HUMANITIES MATTER.

HOW? 



How does culture, art and humanist 
research matter when   
facing energy, health, ecological 
crises?

The Climate Heritage Network



HUMANITIES AS CRISIS COMPTENCE

“A competence of meeting the 
unexpected”

“a living relationship with the 
unknown” 

Lars Strannegård, head of the school of 
economics, Stockholm

“Handelsrektorn vill odla konsten i siffrornas 
värld”, Dagens Nyheter,  May, 22, 2021. 

Beate Schirrmacher “Facing  the unexpected: 
Humanties as Crisis Competence”, Humtank
Blog Nov 9, 2021.



Art, culture and the humanities do not  
offer a quick fix to complex challenges

- they foster resilience when 
facing complex challenges



Humanist impact is less defined by our 
topics

- more about the humanist 
method to produce knowledge 



to doubt, to pause, to allow oneself a 
change of perspective

” 

Humtank and Fojo Media Institute 
discuss doubt and reflection in public 
debate, Nov 22, 2020



Drawing new connections between 
different contexts

Isak Hyltén-Cavallius.  Den ofärdiga vetenskapen: Om 
krisen i svensk litteraturforskning och 
litteraturtolkningens villkor. Lund 2018.



Training ambiguity tolerance

Beate Schirrmacher “Så kan kulturen hjälpa oss att 
hålla två tankar i huvudet samtidigt”. Dagens Nyheter. 
2019-09-06.



Teaching the language of complexity –
teaching democracy

Ansgar Schurr et al. , eds. Ambiguity and the 
formation of democratic attitudes in art and 
pedagogy, Bielefeld 2021

Stefan Jonsson: The unbridled 
beauty. 5 things art knows about 
democracy. Stockholm 2022. 



Facing social challenges with humanist theory

Beate Schirrmacher ”Humanist reflections about digital visions”, Humtank blog
Sept 8, 2022.
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Science funding policy for effective impact

Panel discussion and Q&A

Mayra Morales Tirado(Chair)

Gustav Bohlin

Beate Schirrmacher



13.00- 14.00

14.00- 15.30

15.30- 16.00

16.00- 17.00 

Lunch Break

Plenary session: AESIS Family Feud & Impact Debate

Refreshment break 

City tour of  Stockholm Old Town

The bus depart from Stockholmsmässan 15.45

K Foyer

K.11

K Foyer
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